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• Jill Simpson, Director

• Julie Porter, Deputy Director

• Abby Kurin, Development Coordinator

• Chris Kucharski, Locations Coordinator

• Yousef Kazemi, Administrative Assistant

• Interns

– Cody McGuire

A Division of the Oklahoma Tourism & 
Recreation Department
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OF&MO Staff
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Mission of the Oklahoma Film & Music Office 
According to State Statute 74 OS 2236

• Promoting the State of Oklahoma as a location for producing motion pictures, 
television programs, videos, and recording or performing music

• Assisting the motion picture, television, video and music industries by providing 
production contacts in the state, suggesting possible filming, performing, and 
recording locations, as well as other activities that may be required to promote the 
state as a filming and music center

• To the extent that resources are available, the office shall further assist the music 
industry by providing production contacts in the state, suggesting possible publishing, 
production and recording locations, and other activities that may be required to 
promote the state as a music center

• Developing a resource guide, database and Website

• Developing listings of film and music festivals and events in Oklahoma

OklahomaFilm.org -- 800.766.FILM
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Additional Services We Also Provide

• Encourage development of a strong 
capital base for film and music in order to 
create infrastructure in Oklahoma

• Support and expand education initiatives 
for film and music at Oklahoma colleges, 
universities, and technical training 
centers

• Create a legislative agenda each year

• Administrate incentives programs

• Maintain up-to-date location photo 
archive

• Refine tools to reach industry

– Reel-Scout

– Reel-Crew

– Oklahoma Music Database

• Monthly/Yearly reporting

• Production Company Relations and 
Community Relations: From pre-
production to wrap, OF&MO is on stand 
by to help

• Issue weekly e-newsletter This Week in 

Film & Music

• Provide technical information to 
filmmakers, musicians, and companies 
engaged in production. This includes 
permits, location research and scouting, 
incentives and lodging just to name a few

• Maintain Oklahoma media list

• Outreach to state and civic leaders, as 
well as industry members

• Host annual Film & Music Reception

• Support local festivals

OklahomaFilm.org -- 800.766.FILM
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Reel-Scout and Reel-Crew
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History of the Rebate Program

2001-2004 Rebate Funding
•May 2001 15% rebate program initial seed money from legislature $150,000.00
•FY02 Legislative appropriation $  44,000.00

•Assoc. of Central OK Govt. (ACOG) Funding (initial amount) $  70,000.00
•Assoc. of Central OK Govt. (ACOG) Funding (final amount) $115,187.50

Total Amount Funded 2001-2004 $379,187.50

2001-2004  Rebate Payouts 
Four Films Totaling $379,187.50

2004-2005  Rebate Fund Depleted

New Program Introduced:

2005 15% rebate funded to $5M per year with $2M minimum spend
2006 $2M budget minimum made cumulative for single company spend
2007 Minimum budget requirement lowered from $2M to $500,000
2008 Added additional 2% for use of Okla. music, music facilities, or musicians
2009 Rebate percentage increased to a base of 35% with minimum

budget of $50,000
Today Six films, two television projects, and one commercial in rebate cue for 

FY10; Two films in the cue for FY11 
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The Oklahoma Film Enhancement Rebate 
• As of July 1, 2009, up to 37% on Oklahoma expenditures to qualifying companies filming in the 

state 
• Capped at $5 million per year 
• The rebate is extended to film, television and commercial productions 
• Company must have a minimum budget of $50,000 and spend $25,000 in Oklahoma
• The minimum budget requirement is cumulative 
The 35-37% rebate cannot be used in conjunction with the POP tax exemption

Point of Purchase Tax Exemption
• Qualified productions do not pay sales tax on goods and services in Oklahoma 

Tax Credit for Oklahoma Film & Music Projects
• Gives state taxpayers investing in film or music projects produced in Oklahoma a 25% income tax 

credit on profits made when those profits are reinvested in another film or music project produced 
in Oklahoma 

Tax Credit for Construction of Oklahoma Film & Music Facilities 
• Tourism Development Act offers companies a construction tax credit of 10-25%.  Minimum 

expenditures for a 10% credit lowered July 1, 2009 to $100,000 for a music production facility and 
$350,000 for a film production facility $500,000 minimum remains for a 25% tax credit 

Oklahoma Incentives
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State-by-State Incentives Comparisons
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State-by-State Incentives Comparisons
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State-by-State Incentives Comparisons
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State-by-State Incentives Comparisons
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The Killer Inside Me: Case Study
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The Killer Inside Me: Case Study

•Efforts to Recruit and Land Project
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The Killer Inside Me: Case Study

• Money Spent in Oklahoma and Fiscal Impact:
– Start Date in Oklahoma 5/18/09
– End Date 7/1/09
– Total Number of shooting days in Oklahoma 29 + 1 insurance day
– Total Number of pre and post production days 66

– Number of Oklahomans employed
• Technical/Labor/Crew 71
• Police/Fire/Security 6
• Extras 584

– Oklahoma Goods and Services
• Hotel Room Nights 2899 $256,471
• Location Fees $  98,149
• Equipment Rentals/Purchases $ 153,531
• Office Rental/Purchases $   62,559
• Contracted Services $   39,543
• Catering $  32,761
• Production Design $166,456
• Travel/Per Diem $263,806
• Transportation $128,072
• Misc. Expenses/Utilities/Rentals $364,160

– Other Qualifying Spend
• 25% of total ATL – OK registered companies $748,910

– Oklahoma Locations Utilized
• Guthrie 6
• Oklahoma City 6
• Tulsa 5
• Cordell 3
• Enid 3

Total Oklahoma Locations 23
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The Killer Inside Me: Case Study

• Average Direct Cost for One Day of Location Filming in 
Oklahoma for The Killer Inside Me: $    54,758

• Economic Impact (1.72 Multiplier): $    94,184 

• Direct Dollars Spent in Oklahoma: $2,995,641

• Economic Impact (1.72 Multiplier): $5,152,503

• Estimated 15% Rebate Payout: $   449,346

• Projected Payroll Tax Paid in Oklahoma $ -171,997

• Projected Sales Tax Paid in Oklahoma $ -114,402

• Projected Corporate Taxes $   -71,829

• Projected State Tax on Rebate (4.5%) $   -20,220

• Projected Total Taxes Paid in Oklahoma $ -378,449

• Projected Net Rebate Payout (1.6%) $    70,897
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The Killer Inside Me: 
Oklahoma in the Media Spotlight

• National coverage in response to June 13, 2009 Media Day on downtown 
Oklahoma City set:

• Associated Press article “Film Turns Downtown Oklahoma City into 1950’s 
Texas” picked up by over 60 media outlets nationwide:

– Forbes.com
– The New York Times.com
– MSN.com
– CBS.com
– The Insider.com
– BusinessWeek.com
– KSWOTV.com Lawton/Wichita Falls
– Newsstar.com Shawnee
– News9.com – Oklahoma City
– TulsaWorld.com
– Fox 25 Oklahoma City
– TheWashingtonPost.com
– Toronto Sun.com
– DallasNews.com
– TheDailyHerald-HeraldExtra.com-Utah Valley
– Seattletimes.com
– SeattlePI.com
– KOB.com-Albuquerque (NBC News Affiliate)
– Timesleader.com-Northeastern Pennsylvania
– Boston.com
– Yahoonews.com
– Entertainmentdaily.com

• Dallas Morning News article, “Oklahoma Film Shoot a Victory for Indie Movie’s 
Producers, State Officials”

• Wisconsin-based FilmingLocations.com interview with OF&MO staff in 
“Oklahoma Putting Itself on Film Industry Map”
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Pending as of November 13, 2009
PREQUAL

FISC YR TITLE EST. OK SPEND PCTG EST. PAYOUT LETTER SENT 
FY09 PEARL $ 572,006 15% $  85,801 9/08
FY09 THE KILLER INSIDE ME $2,995,641 15% $449,346 5/09

EST. TOTAL FY09 *$535,147
UNUSED FY09 BALANCE          $4,464,853

Oklahoma Film Enhancement
Rebate Applications

OklahomaFilm.org -- 800.766.FILM
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Locations: 
Oklahoma City
Guthrie
Norman
Tahlequah
Edmond
Lawton
Tulsa
Stillwater
Collinsville
El Reno
Ft. Sill
Sayre
Broken Arrow
Waurika

Seminole
Mountain View
McAlester
Sand Springs
Skiatook
Pawhuska
Hinton
Ponca City
Vian
Enid
Nash
Checotah
Davis
Pauls Valley

Hollywood in Oklahoma- Film Locations

OklahomaFilm.org -- 800.766.FILM
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• Killer Inside Me - 2009, Guthrie, Oklahoma City, Tulsa, Cordell, Enid
• Barking Water - 2008, Ponca City, White Eagle, Holdenville, Wewoka, 

Pawhuska
• Pearl - 2008, Oklahoma City
• Ivory - 2007, Norman, Guthrie
• Four Sheets to the Wind - 2006, Tulsa, Seminole
• Saving Grace - Fox/TNT - 2006, Oklahoma City
• Rainbow Around the Sun - 2006, Guthrie, Oklahoma City
• The Fun Park - 2006, Mountain View
• Fingerprints - 2006, Guthrie, Oklahoma City
• The Gray Man - 2005, Guthrie, Oklahoma City 
• Surveillance - 2005. Oklahoma City, Tulsa
• The Hunt - 2005, Guthrie, Norman
• Rune - 2005, Oklahoma City
• Billy Fail - 2005, Tulsa, Tahlequah
• Soul’s Midnight - 2005, Oklahoma City
• Elizabethtown - 2004, Oklahoma City, El Reno
• Return to Sender - 2004, Tulsa, McAlester
• American Indian Graffiti: This Thing Called Life - 2003, Oklahoma City, 

Norman
• Comic Day - 2003, Oklahoma City
• Making Arrangements - 2003, Oklahoma City
• Sam and Janet - 2003, Oklahoma City, Edmond
• Cockfight - 2001, Sand Springs, Tulsa
• The Doe Boy - 2001, Tahlequah
• Party Crasher - 2000, Tulsa
• Chillicothe - 1999, Tulsa
• Another Day in Paradise - 1998, Tulsa 
• Possums - 1998, Nowata
• Eye of God - 1997, Skiatook, Collinsville
• Keys to Tulsa - 1997, Tulsa
• Simple Wish, A - 1997, Pawhuska
• You Bet Your Life - 1997, Norman, Purcell
• Phenomenon - 1996, Tulsa
• Public Enemies - 1996, Guthrie

• Twister - 1996, Waurika, Wakita, Ponca City, Pauls Valley, Norman, 
Maysville, Guthrie

• Raw Target - 1995, Tulsa
• Barrow Gang, The - 1995, Commerce
• In the Army Now - 1994, Ft. Sill
• Caged Fear - 1992, McAlester
• My Heroes Have Always Been Cowboys - 1991, Guthrie, Oklahoma City
• The Bounty Hunter - 1989, Sand Springs
• Dark Before Dawn - 1989, Edmond, Oklahoma City
• Offerings - 1989, Oklahoma City
• UHF - 1989, Tulsa
• Rain Man - 1988, El Reno, Guthrie, Oklahoma City, Hinton
• Near Dark - 1987
• Terror at Tenkiller - 1986
• Fandango - 1985, Tulsa
• The Outsiders - 1983, Tulsa
• Rumble Fish - 1983, Tulsa
• Tex - 1982, Bixby, Broken Arrow, Tulsa
• Fast Charlie…The Moonbeam Rider - 1979
• Alien Zone - 1978, Ponca City, Stillwater, Yale
• Where the Red Fern Grows – 1974, Tahlequah, Vian
• Dillinger - 1973, Enid, Nash, Oklahoma City
• J.W. Coop - 1972, McAlester
• Only Way Home - 1972
• This Stuff’ll Kill Ya - 1971, Checotah, Oklahoma City
• Two Lane Blacktop - 1971, Boswell
• State Fair - 1962, Oklahoma City
• Stark Fear - 1961, Lexington, Norman, Oklahoma City
• Around the World in Eighty Days - 1956, Lawton
• Lawton Story - 1951, Lawton
• Tulsa - 1941, Tulsa
• Home in Oklahoma - 1946, Davis
• Grapes of Wrath - 1940, Sayre, McAlester
• Union Pacific - 1939, Cache
• Wild West - 1925, Ponca City 

Filmed in Oklahoma

OklahomaFilm.org -- 800.766.FILM
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Locations:
• Texola
• Erick
• Sayre
• Elk City
• Canute
• Mangum
• Quartz Mtns
• Lone Wolf
• Granite
• Hobart
• Cordell
• Clinton
• Weatherford
• Custer City
• Hydro
• Calumet
• Hinton
• Chickasha
• Pauls Valley
• Wynnewood
• Norman
• Oklahoma City
• Guthrie
• Enid
• Ponca City
• Durant
• Kingston
• Tishomingo
• Stroud
• Lawton

• Cushing
• Drumright
• Sapulpa
• Pawhuska
• Bartlesville
• Dewey
• Nowata
• Vinita
• Welch
• Fairland
• Afton
• Miami
• Wyandotte
• Grove
• Locust Grove 
• Tahlequah
• Fort Gibson
• Holdenville
• Wewoka
• Seminole
• Webbers Falls

• Vian
• Eufaula
• Krebs
• Stuart
• Porum
• Kansas
• Stigler
• Alva
• Ames
• Guymon
• Hardesty
•Beaver
• Woodward
• Boise City
• Ft. Sill

• Quartz Mtns Conference Center
• Woolaroc Museum
• Tall Grass Prairie Reserve
• Great Salt Plains State Park
• Wichita Mtns Wildlife Refuge
• Glass Mountains
• Fort Supply
• Beaver Dunes State Park
• Black Mesa State Park

Scouting Locations for Potential Projects 2008-2009
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FY05-FY09 Economic Impact

FY 2007 
Feature Films: 8
Reality Shows: 1
Television Programs: 21
Docs/Industrials: 191
Commercials: 302
FY 2007 Totals: 
523 productions 
$10.1M in direct dollars
$17.4M in impact 

FY 2006
Feature Films: 8
Reality Shows: 1 
Television Programs: 23 
Docs/Industrials:  186
Commercials: 554
FY 2006 Totals: 
772 productions 
$11M in direct dollars

$18.92M in impact

FY 2005 Totals: 
$6.5M in direct dollars
$11M in impact

OklahomaFilm.org -- 800.766.FILM

FY 2008 
Feature Films: 7
Reality Shows: 2
Television Programs: 15
Docs/Industrials: 124
Commercials: 231
FY 2008 Totals: 
379 productions 
$11.3M in direct dollars
$19.4M in impact

FY 2009
Feature Films: 10
Reality Shows: 566 
Television Programs: 35 
Docs/Industrials:  9
Commercials: 969
FY 2009 Totals: 
1,589 productions 
$14.9M in direct dollars
$25.6M in impact

*Proj. FY 2010: 
$25M in direct dollars
$43M in impact
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New Jobs, New Tax Dollars for Oklahoma

Current and Potential Facilities
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Current Sound Stages in Oklahoma

Oklahoma City

• Oklahoma City Community College: 

• 6,000 sq. ft. sound proofed stage, dressing 
rooms, 26 station avid editing suites 

Tulsa

• KWHB/LeSea Productions: 

• 6,000 sq. ft. stage sound proofed stage, 
dressing rooms

• Little Mountain Productions: 

• 10,000 sq. ft. stage

• University Broadcasting, Inc. (Located at 
Oral Roberts University Mabee Center): 

• Two stages: 9828 and 2000 sq. ft. 

Broken Arrow

• Retrospec Films: 

• 10,000 sq. ft. stage
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Possibilities for the Future
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Albuquerque Studios Model
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Removing the Cap:
What Could Be in Our Future

• Since Governor Richardson took office in 2003, over 120 major feature films and television series have shot in 
New Mexico, adding over $2.5 billion dollars to the state’s economy

• Albuquerque Studios has generated approximately 2800 jobs just for films shot on the lot. This does not include 
the many films shot on location or in warehouses in New Mexico

OklahomaFilm.org -- 800.766.FILM
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What’s Still Needed?
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Crew Base and Training
• Higher Education Incentives

• Career Tech Partnerships

• On the job training and apprenticeships
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What’s Still Needed?
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• Increased Infrastructure
– Facilities

– Equipment Houses

– Support Service Companies
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What’s Still Needed?
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Greater Pot of Rebate Money
• Replenishment Mechanism
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What’s Still Needed?
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Oklahoma Film & Music Office Expansion
• Increased Staffing

• Increased Funding
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OF&MO Budget 2009
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OF&MO Budget vs. Production Economic Impact
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FY OF&MO Budget Production Impact Numbers
FY05 $386,855 $11,000,000
FY06 $389,052 $18,920,000
FY07 $465,502 $17,400,000
FY08 $498,895 $20,800,000
FY09 $542,000 $25,650,000
FY10 $534,600 $43,000,000
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State-by-State Staff Comparisons
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• Oklahoma
– Office Type: Statewide, Film and Music
– Staff: Statewide, 5

• Texas
– Office Type: Statewide, Film Only

Regional, 9
– Staff: Statewide, 12

Regional, 16
– Office Type: Statewide, Music Only

Regional, 1
– Staff: Statewide, 3

Regional, 1

• New York
– Office Type: Statewide, Film Only

Regional, 5
– Staff: Statewide, 7

Regional, 6

• Michigan
– Office Type: Statewide, Film Only

Regional, 3
– Staff: Statewide, 7

Regional, 7

• Georgia
– Office Type: Statewide, Film and Music

Regional, 1, Film Only
– Staff: Statewide, 7

Regional, 2

• Illinois
– Office Type: Statewide, Film Only

Regional, 2

– Staff: Statewide, 1

Regional, 4

– Office Type: Regional, Music Only

– Staff: Regional, 1

• New Mexico
– Office Type: Statewide, Film Only

Regional, 6

– Staff: Statewide, 10

Regional, 7

– Office Type: Statewide, Music Only

Regional, 1

– Staff: Statewide, 1

Regional, 1

• Louisiana
– Office Type: Statewide, Film and Music

Regional, 7, Film Only

– Staff: Statewide, 11

Regional, 9

– Office Type: Regional, Music Only

– Staff: Regional, 1
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What’s Still Needed?
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Continuing Support of State Leadership
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Net Win for Oklahoma
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Q: Why Film vs. Health Care or Education?

A: Film is an industry and a revenue generator 

Q: Jobs Creation in a tough economy?

A: Films will continue to be made; these are jobs we can bring 
to Oklahoma while building infrastructure for a sustainable 
new industry. Jobs creation translates to new wealth, tax 
revenue and spending

The Film Industry = An ROI that continues to 

grow as more companies set up shop and 

production grows
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Net Win for Oklahoma
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Creating an Industry and Diversifying Oklahoma’s Economy

• Film and television production is an equal-opportunity economic developer with just as much 
interest in smaller or rural communities as urban centers

• Its newly created quality jobs help retain Oklahoma’s young creative class 

• These jobs help attract expatriate talent back to the state

• Production is an environmentally friendly industry; department heads adhere to specific 
environmental standards 

• Increases tourism by attracting visitors to filming sites in the state

Awareness

• The film and television industries enhance and modernize the perception of our state

• Those industries foster awareness of our state’s beauty and culture

• Celebrities in Oklahoma create earned media opportunities
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